[image: image1.png]



Associazione Sviluppo Rurale
Rural Development Association
Location
ASR is a National Association (a private organism equivalent to a public agency as foreseen by the Directive 2004/18/CE of March 31 2004, relative to the coordination of procedures of publics contracts of jobs, supplies and services - G.U.C.E. n.134, April 30 2004) with its registered office in Spoleto (Umbria region) and local offices in several Italian regions:  Puglia, Basilicata,  Marche, Emila Romagna, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Trentino e  Lombardia.
General Description 

ASR was established in 2001 and counts 35 members: public institutions (Municipalities, Mountain Community, Provinces) located in 9 Italian Regions and National associations focused on Rural Development.   
Its mission is promoting local sustainable development (of rural and mountains areas) in order to sustain socio-economic development of local populations and thanks also to the involvement of the most important stakeholders. 

Therefore main the sectors of interventions are:

1. the implementation of the regeneration policy focused on attracting new residents and investments as a methodology to repopulate rural and mountain areas which risk socio-economic desertification

2. rural fairs seen as a tool to promote local development and stepping stone for rural SMs enterprises.

3. sustainable and responsible tourism at a National and European level (in this context Club Slow Tourism was established in order to promote the socio-economic development of rural territories thanks to the improvement of their attractiveness)

4. Rural District as a tool to sustain a new model of social development in non urban areas.        
Experience in European programs

ASR has great expertises and experience in European programs, thanks to its participation to several projects directly as partner or through its members by providing technical assistance. Recently ASR worked within the following programs: Interreg III A Interadriatico, Equal, Interreg Archimed, Interreg IV C, Programme Med, ENPI CBC Med. 

Strategy of territorial development
ASR provides technical assistance to its members and at a national and European level places itself as promoter of the following initiatives:
- Regeneration policy and establishment of the Italian Network of Regions that adopted this strategy. Next January will participate to the establishment of the European Association of Regeneration Policy which will be recognized by the European Commission.

- Creation of the Italian and European network of Rural fairs 

- Slow Tourism Association (established in October 2007) active in the improvement of rural areas sustainable development and improvement of the attractiveness.      
