More effective ecosystem restoration in the EU (Horizon 2020 SC5-7)

1. To go in depht into the valuation of ecosystem services in the Mediterranean area, in order to identify in this territory those areas, aspects and strategic elements that must be taken into account as priorities within the framework of the European Biodiversity Strategy, Target 2: our life insurance, our natural capital (by 2020, maintenance and enhacement of ecosystems and their services by establishing green infrastructure and restoring at least 15% of degraded ecosystems). A medium and long term projection of the ecosystem services would be made by defining different foreseeable scenarios or horizons in order to define their future evolution. The configuration of these scenarios should be based on environmental and socioeconomic parameters which would enable the analysis of the effects of global change processes, including climate change, which determine the main threats to the maintenance of ecosystem services in the EU.
2. To assess the cost-effectiveness of environmental restoration actions in terms of their implications, at different levels, in the maintenance or enhancement of strategic ecosystem services for society. All this with special attention to its impacts on provisioning services (water quality, agriculture, farming, etc) and regulation services (climate change adaptation, protection against natural hazards such as forest fires, floods, etc. ), but also considering their effects on others, such as related to tourism potential (added value and high-quality services) or cultural or etnographic heritage. 
3. To identify the best practices for environmental restoration in the Mediterranean region according to their cost-effectiveness and implications for ecosystemic services. The following EU strategic aspects will be taken into account as key factors in the best practices identification: the efficient use of resources, the use of low carbon restoration techniques that favour climate resilience, the implementation of solutions to ensure EU leadership in environmental restoration and the possibility of setting up new skills, employments and business opportunities. 
4. To identify and propose ways for effective incorporation of the valuation of ecosystem services methodologies in the objectives and strategic policy instruments in the EU Mediterranean countries and promote the progressive integration of identified best practices in their management tools. This target does not only include instruments related specifically to environmental issues but also plans and programs (related to economic, territorial, rural development, etc.) which could contribute to a better balance in the payment of ecosystem services within the EU. 

5. Development of projects for improvement and reinforcement of green infraestructures applying the identified best practices and carrying out pilot experiences on ecosystem restoration to develope such best practices. The selection of actions and their implementation are key factors to ensure their demonstration character, in order to promote its replicability in other regions of Mediterranean EU. 
6. Development of dissemination materials (reports, guides, manuals, web, contact and exchange of experiences forums, etc.) to ensure a satisfactory transfer of acquired knowledge during the project development and promote its replicability in other parts of EU.
