Summary of a report concerning studies in the field of youth issues in Lower Silesia, prepared by dr Aldona Wiktorska-Święcka from the University of Wrocław


Youth issues are now becoming a matter of interest not only for a narrow circle of persons working with and/or for young people. In the context of contemporary challenges, it is a significant issue for decision-makers and institutions that have an impact on the shape of development policies. Any problems related to this field will entail extensive consequences for public policy in many spheres: from education, through social policy, the labour market, to the culture of leisure time and the quality of democracy. These issues are no longer understood narrowly as educational activities addressed to beneficiaries in the specific age category, but is perceived in a larger context. For this reason, it is necessary to diagnose the current state of knowledge concerning these issues with regard to Lower Silesia. In this aspect, activities of the provincial self-government are also important for the purpose of integration, institutionalisation and promotion of projects addressed to young people in the region.


It would be ideal to create favourable conditions in which young people could fulfil and develop their individual ambitions and dreams. This „creation of favourable conditions” – even if there may be various interpretations of the public authority – youth relationship – constitutes an element of youth policy that has not been institutionalised since the beginning of existence of the self-governmental province in Lower Silesia so far. It is the policy which is supposed to reinforce the opportunities of young people in areas such as safety, including the prevention of pathologies, training and education, recreation, health, entrance into and functioning on the labour market, independent life and full participation in social life.


The aim of the following study is to present the results of the query of documents, publications, surveys among young people and organisations acting for the benefit of the youth in Lower Silesia. This report is supposed to constitute an in-depth quality analysis of publicly available data, which indicates the directions and possibilities of potential initiatives. It contains a presentation of results and conclusions from the completed query in the context of European and Polish youth policy and recommendations for the self-government of the Lower Silesian Province.


In search of the sources that would be helpful in the generation of knowledge about youth issues in the region, the author concentrated on the following initial theses that would help to answer the key research question: are young people in Lower Silesia the group that contributes and will contribute to the development of the region in the future?

· Lower Silesia has a special development potential resulting, among others, from a more favourable demographic situation than in other regions of Poland and Europe, where young people constitute nearly 1/3 of the population, but also from social and economic conditions of the region;

· Lower Silesia has already some experience in the field of youth issues, which puts it in a more favourable position than other regions in Poland, because, on the basis of that experience, it can build more extensive strategic projects in the field of social and economic development of the region, with youth policy as one of its parts;

· Lower Silesia has to meet challenges resulting from the need to compete with other regions of Europe; one of the elements of the competitive edge can be the integrated approach to youth issues as a natural pro-development capital of our region. This means that Lower Silesia, which is one of the fastest developing regions and one of the demographically youngest regions in Europe, cannot afford to be passive in the field of youth issues any longer.


Conclusions from the completed query focus mainly on the diagnosis of the state of knowledge and aspects of youth policy in Lower Silesia. The author indicates:

· The absence of detailed statistical data allowing to make conclusions about the population of Lower Silesia inhabitants in the age bracket of 15-30 years (e.g. primary sources of data of the Central Statistical Office do not take this age group into account);

· The small number of documents in available sources that raise youth issues with regard to Lower Silesia, whereas in other regions of Poland the subject of youth is taken up in studies;

· The large number of organisations, foundations and institutions working for the benefit of children or actually managed by young people in Wrocław and Lower Silesia. However, the results of these activities are not documented in available sources;

· Disproportions in the taking-up of youth issues in the time perspective: there are relatively few current publications concerning youth in Lower Silesia. Most of them were prepared after the political transformation (end of 1980s) till the middle of the 1990s.

· The absence of comprehensive and interdisciplinary analyses of the condition of contemporary youth and conditions of its development that would help to plan the full scope of activities in the public sphere. However important they are, the existing analyses are fragmentary and based on axiology matters. It is, therefore, necessary to take a different look at youth issues in terms of education.


Diagnosing the main problems connected with youth policy, the author indicates also the weakness of the youth information network. The result of poor information management is the weak development of civil self-awareness, which reinforces passive attitudes among young people. In Lower Silesia there is no assumed vision of youth policy. „Youth” is not one of the main priorities in the political debate connected with the development of the region. Because of its low participation in the public sector, youth is not a “politically attractive” entity and generates potentially difficult problems to solve (labour market, housing, education, safety).


Analyses of source documents reveal also a relatively low level of self-organisation of young people, which is reflected directly in the lack of subjective treatment by public authorities. Moreover, it is impossible to generate such knowledge from available sources that would allow to justify the thesis concerning the “European” nature of activities in the field of youth issues in Lower Silesia. Aldona Wiktorska-Święcka indicates the need to create an academic program that would monitor processes occurring in connection with the quality of life of young people, with particular stress on work, life mobility and professional mobility, health, safety, living conditions, spare time, system of values and ambitions of young people and – which is extremely important for the quality of the public sphere in Lower Silesia – forms of self-organisation of young people and their participation in society. Activities in the field of youth issues are dispersed between public sector institutions (which is related to various competencies imposed by the legislator upon these institutions), the weak non-governmental sector, spectacular yet provisional unformalised initiatives and the players that have not been perceived until now as entities conducting activities in the field of youth issues (academic organisations, academic circles, business run by young people, business environment institutions). One of the significant problems is the lack of financial means for the implementation of adopted solutions in the field of youth policy.

If Lower Silesia intends to improve its attractiveness as a region with European aspirations, the minimum standard related to the implementation of the European youth policy consists in starting cohesive activities in 3 key areas:

· youth information;

· youth advocacy (through activities of self-government organisations, youth initiatives, local Youth Offices, e.g. tasks entrusted to local non-governmental organisations under the auspices of the Ombudsman for Children);

· sector partnership (projects being implemented in co-operation with local self-government in respect of the local educational policy, the labour market etc., activities promoting a civil dialogue: e.g. participation in local councils, committees, forums, task forces).

· Knowing the specific nature of the region and being aware of the competencies of the provincial self-government, the author proposes that the following priorities be considered for a real quality change in the life of young people in Lower Silesia and, thereby, an increase of the development potential of the region:

· increase of employment of young people;
· increase of participation of young people in the public sphere;
· generation of knowledge concerning youth in Lower Silesia.
The above areas are useful for the Lower Silesian youth policy, because the knowledge generated in this field will certainly be useful for decision-makers of the provincial self-government in the formulation of the youth policy. For this purpose, it is necessary to make use of all available data sources and to integrate activities in this field; the role of the integrator could be assumed by the provincial self-government or entrusted on its behalf to an external entity. The recommended method of management of this area is the method of open co-ordination.
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