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The development 

process of the Gold 

Mine Underground 

Tourist Route 
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The concept of the 

underground tourist route... 

 
   

 The mayor of Złoty Stok, Wiktor 

Lubieniecki, was the main initiator 

and executor of the project. 

Preparations for the opening of the 

underground for tourists lasted 5 

years, to 28 May 1996, the dream 

came true. 
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1996 

 

 The following of more than 
300 km of drifts were cleared 
and made available to 
tourists:  

 Gertruda Drifts and Upper 
Black Drifts with the only 
underground waterfall in 
Poland.  

 

 10,000 tourists visiting! 

  



2017-12-15 4 

1997 

 The tourist route is 
enriched with a newly 
made excavation, the so-
called Death Walk. The 
first store of souvenirs is 
established at the mine. 

 

 20,000 tourists 
visiting! 
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1998 
 Small gastronomy, guest rooms 

and an artificial climbing wall 

are established at the mine. 

 30,000 tourists visiting! 
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1999 

 The underground waterfall 

is gaining its glory and 

other attractions are 

established at the site of the 

mine: 

- gold panning,  

- shooting with bows 

  

  40,000 tourists 

visiting! 
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2000 
 The first Museum of 

Occupational Safety 
and Health Notes and 
Warnings - safety signs 
from the People's 
Republic of Poland and 
a new attraction are 
established: 

- minting coins  

 45,000 tourists 
visiting! 
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2001 

 A mineral exhibition 

and a shop with 

minerals are 

established at the mine 

 

 50,000 tourists 

visiting! 
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2002 

 An underground slider connecting two levels is 

established on the tourist route, while the 

accomodation facility already has 22 beds. 

63,000 tourists visiting! 
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2003 
   

 Hans Scharfenberg's 
laboratory is established 
in the Gertruda Drifts, 
you can see how the 
gold bars are cast on the 
surface. 

  

 80,000 tourists 
visiting! 
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2003 to be continued 

The Gold Mine awarded THE BEST TOURIST 

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 2003 by the Polish 

Tourist Organization  
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2004 
 Another attraction in the 

underground: 

 UNDERGROUND 
RAFTING (boat for 8 
people), a trampoline for 
children on the surface.  

 

 90,000 tourists 
visiting! 
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2005 

 Animators along the 

tourist route: a Minor 

and a Gnome 

 50 people employed in 

the summer season. 

 93,000 tourists 

visiting! 
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2006 
As many as 15 people can now go rafting 

underground with a guide.  

The Karczma w Starej Kuźni bar is 

established 

95,000 tourists visiting! 



2017-12-15 15 

2006 to be continued 

 Removal of two mine cave-

ins that will lead tourists to 

the waterfall, this time 

along the Lower Black 

Drifts. The tourist route 

becomes other 500m longer.  
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2007 

Tourists, having watched the waterfall, go along the newly 

opened part of the route - Lower Black Drifts 

 

120,000 tourists visiting! 
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2008 
The Underground Tourist Route enriched with 

an Underground Railway 
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2008 to be continued 

 The Gold Mine is 

awarded the Best 

Tourist Product of the 

Year Certificate for 

the second time 

 

140,000 tourists 

visiting!  
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2009 

Opening of the Karczma w Starej Kuźni Restaurant 

 

150,000 tourists visiting! 
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2010 
 The Underground Tourist Route becomes one of the 

most popular tourist attractions of the Kłodzko 

Basin. 

140,000 tourists visiting! 

(the first decline in the number of tourists 

recorded in history) 
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2011 

  145,000 tourists visiting! 

  

 An idea for a new tourist attraction crossed the 

minds, the construction of a medieval mining 

settlement named: 

Medieval Technology Park 
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2012 
 The Gold Mine awarded in the Sudeckie Kryształy  

plebiscite as  

THE BEST TOURIST PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 

148,000 tourists visiting! 



MAY 2013 – the opening!!!  
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2014 MINING CHAMBER!!!! 

After two-year long preparations, the 

museum of Złoty Stok was opened 

 175,000 tourists in the mine 
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2014 another accommodation facility 

Złoty Jar! 
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2015 gnomes messed in the 

mine!!!  
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2015 the best in Poland!!!! 

We have the GOLD 

CERTIFICATE!!! 
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2016  More than 200,000 

visitors !!!! 

2017-12-15 29 



2016 we’re progressing … 
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2016 and, in the meantime, a 

book is being written….. 
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2017 new attraction: 

Ochrowa Drifts!! 
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More awards 2017!!! 

STARS OF BUSINESS this 

time 
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 MUFLON 2017 for the Best 

Small Enterprise in 2016 

AWARDED!!!! 
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IT’S OK  

- More than 110 people have been employed 

in the mine this year!  

- The mine pays the annual amount of PLN 

115,000 property tax to the municipality 

- The income tax on natural persons from the 

gold mine amounts to the municipality’s 

revenue of 169,000 per year 
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All investments executed by 

companies from Złoty Stok 

The GOLD MINE has paid all of the 

invoices issued by our local companies for 

the past 5 years  

PLN 1,250,000  
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We support and help 

Reconstruction of the Chapel of St. Anna (the 

so-called Hermit) 
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No idea would have survived had it not 

been for the people who form and shape the 

Gold Mine Underground Tourist Route 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME 
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