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Greener European Regions
Lower Saxony, Northern Netherlands, Lower Silesia,

Hampshire, Abruzzo

Workshop:
Regional solutions for a greener and climate-neutral Europe

8" October 2019, 11:30-13:00
Venue: Representation of Lower Saxony to the EU
Rue Montoyer 61, 1000 Brussels

On 28 November 2018, the European Commission published a Communication titled “A Clean Planet
for All”, outlining its vision for long-term decarbonisation by 2050. The strategy considers several
important ways and measures to reach a climate-neutral Europe: the transition from fossil fuels to
renewable energy sources, smart and sustainable mobility, the shift from a linear towards a circular,
biobased economy and energy efficiency in the built environment.

Regions and cities are closely connected to citizens and therefore, it is at that level that societal
support for the energy transition can be achieved, which is a crucial element for a successful green
transformation. This bottom-up and inclusive approach has led to many innovative projects that can
inspire other regional stakholders and EU policymakers to follow in their footsteps and prove that there
are no borders when handling the issues like a decarbonisation of the global economy.

The workshop will showcase the existing best practices from different European regions and cities,
supporting the goal of transformation into competitive, climate-neutral economy. The workshop will
also present, how EU funding was used to reach this goal. During an interactive session projects and
initiatives that contribute to a greener, cleaner, more sustainable and ressource-efficient Europe will
be presented by the regional practicioners while invited panelists representing EU institutions as well
as European networks and think-tanks will bring the debate on a transnational level, enabling a fruitful
dialogue between regional and European stakeholders.

Moderator:

Dr. Robert Pollock, Senior Advisor — Secretariat of the Platform for Coal and Carbon Intensive
Regions in Transition, ECORYS

Speakers:

Ms Yvon Slingenberg, Director, European Commission, DG CLIMA

Mrs Levke Johanna Deutsch, Project Manager EcoBus, Max Planck Institute for Dynamics
and Self-Organization, Lower Saxony

Mr Patrick Cnubben, Manager Hydrogen, New Energy Coalition, Northern Netherlands

Mrs Aleksandra Derejczyk, Head of International Programmes and Projects Section, Lower
Silesia Marshal’s Office, Lower Silesia

Ms Iris Flacco, Head of Department of Energy Policy, Air Quality, National Environmental
Information System and Mining Resources of the Territory, Abruzzo Region

#greenregions4EU



Programme

11:00 Regqistration

11:30 Welcome address
Mrs Birgit Honé, Minister for Federal and European Affairs and Regional Development,
Government of Lower Saxony

Introduction

Dr. Robert Pollock, Senior Advisor, Secretariat of the Platform for Coal and Carbon Intensive
Regions in Transition, ECORYS

Keynote Speech

“A Clean Planet for All” — strategic long-term vision for a prosperous, modern,
competitive and climate-neutral Europe by 2050

Ms Yvon Slingenberg, Director, European Commission, DG CLIMA, International and
Mainstreaming and Policy Coordination (CLIMA.A)

12:00 Presentations

EcoBus - physics of a demand-driven local public transport system
Mrs Levke Johanna Deutsch, Project Manager EcoBus, Max Planck Institute for Dynamics
and Self-Organization, Lower Saxony

Green Hydrogen in the Northern Netherlands — Power to the molecules
Mr Patrick Cnubben, Manager Hydrogen, New Energy Coalition, Northern Netherlands

Climatic Town — Energy-related Revitalization of Municipalities in the cross-border area
Mrs Aleksandra Derejczyk, Head of International Programmes and Projects Section,
Lower Silesia Marshal’s Office, Lower Silesia

The regional strategy of sustainable development and adaptation to climate change
Ms Iris Flacco, Head of Department of Energy Policy, Air Quality, National Environmental
Information System and Mining Resources of the Territory, Abruzzo Region

0&A / Open Debate with the Audience

Closing Remarks

13:00 Lunch reception

#greenregions4EU



