SEARCH FOR PARTNERS                                            [image: image1.png]WM
\ INTERREG IVC




	PROGRAMME
	INTERREG IVC; 

Priority 1: innovation and the knowledge economy 
IVth Call;  Deadline -  1st April 2011

	TITLE OF THE PROJECT
	 “COMPLEX CHALLENGES, INNOVATIVE CITIES” - CCIC

	EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
	If you are interested please email immediately for an expression of interest form; request no later than 15-Feb.  This must be returned to us by 18-Feb.

	THEME
	Innovation, research and technology development

	CONCEPT
	CCIC will increase levels of innovation in 10-12 diverse partner-regions.  By exchanging good practices they will address a set of interlinked challenges faced by all public authorities:

· public finance for innovation

· public authorities as innovators and innovation stimulators

· public attitudes to innovation

· access to innovation support

· public procurement to support innovation

	PROJECT FOCUS


	Partners will focus on action in (any 3 of ) the following themes:

· Innovative financial instruments [maybe all partners address this]

· Knowledge transfer

· Eco-innovation

· Public procurement

· Publicly owned enterprises and innovation

· Developing the ‘entrepreneurial mindset’

· Citizen participation in innovation 

· Regional blind-spots 

	PLANNED RESULTS


	Adopt [10-12] very specific Regional Implementation Plans for innovation, that fully anticipate both the new financial realities of the EU, the objectives of the Europe 2020 and the EC’s “Innovation Union” initiative

	METHODOLOGY 


	The overall project structure will be very tight; within this partners will have flexibility to work bilaterally on good practice importing.  Priority will be given to the import-phase, and especially the adoption of an effective regional implementation plan that addresses all relevant actors and extends to 2020.  Main targets are the key decision-makers in all relevant regional organisations.

	WORK PROGRAMME 


	Months 0-9: benchmarking (round tables, maybe with expert input) and identification of good practices.  

Months 6-18: on-site examination of identified good practices in 2 cycles of visits

Months 18-24: import of the good practices (import workshops, supported by the exporters), maybe pilot projects or experiments.

Months 24-30 adoption of implementation plan (peer-reviewed)

	CONSORTIUM


	12 (maximum) regions, 3 from each IP zone, restricted to regional leaders (eg major cities) or regional Managing Authorities.  2 (maximum) experts rigorously selected.  We welcome good practice exporters as well as importers.  You will involve a variety of regional stakeholders.

	INDICATIVE PARTNER BUDGET
	€140k-€180k, depending on local costs and level of participation

	BID PREPARATION 
	Will be done by the Lead Partner.

	Lead Partner 


	Sofia Municipality; 33, Moskovska Str., Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
Dr. Nadya Nikolova, Director European Programmes and Projects 

Tel.: +359 2 9377 286; Fax: +359 2 9885 132, E-mail: nnikolova@sofia.bg

	CONTACT 


	Katya Valkova                           or                     Tim Cordy

k.valkova@sofia.bg                                                Tim@TSC-Europe.eu
+359 2 93 77 352                                                     +44 1273 700424


