
ECLECTIC - Accelerating Low Carbon 
Transport in Cities 

Priority: 
ECLECTIC will address Priority AXIS 3: Supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all 
sectors (corresponding to thematic objective 4) in the transport sector and in particular Objective 
3.1: Improve the implementation of regional development policies and programmes, in particular 
programmes for Investment for Growth and Jobs and, where relevant, European Territorial 
Cooperation programmes, addressing the transition to a low-carbon economy.  
 
The aim of the ECLECTIC is to develop ways in which cities can reach their final carbon reduction 
targets. ECLECTIC recognises that different municipalities are at different stages in their journey 
towards a low carbon economy, work in different contexts, to overcome different types of barriers. 
One size will not fit all, but by sharing knowledge and experience it is possible to develop insight, 
capacity and policies that can address targets. A second aim of the project will be to support 
individual and organisational learning as part of wider capacity building in the sector. Specific 
objectives are  

1. to share knowledge and experience across the consortium  
2. to support individuals and organisations to measure the quality of the journey experience 
in their own spheres of influence 
3. to develop, implement and evaluate action plans to accelerate the uptake of low carbon 
transport in urban regions. 

4. to increase investment in low carbon transport options 
The policy instruments to achieve these goals will be additionally supported by the following outputs 
of a previous FP7 project, METPEX, lead by Coventry University:  

1. A set of validated Key Performance Indicators for measuring the quality of the end to end 
journey experience 
2. Strategies for integrating and optimising transport systems in relation to major socio 
economic trends (e.g. in relation to demographics, employment and technological 
innovation) 
3. Guidance for selecting innovative technologies to support integrative accessibility. 

Outputs 2) and 3) were written for local and transport authorities and transport providers to reduce 
carbon emissions, but further work is needed with transport stakeholders to ensure that outputs are 
translated into practice. The proposal is therefore unique in so far as it builds on three years’ work at 
a PanEuropean level, being a significant foundation to start a new project which specifically 
addresses the challenges cities face in meeting their low carbon target  
This forms a significant foundation to start a new project which specifically addresses the challenges 
cities face in meeting their low carbon targets. 
 
 
The project will bring 5 European regions public transport decision-makers together to exchange and 
analyse policies to promote sustainable public transport. Phase 1 will be dedicated to a policy-
learning process including case-studies, expert panels and collaboration with key stakeholders.  

 Capacity gaps in local authorities’ knowledge and work practices which may have arisen due 
government and economic cutbacks, re-organisation, advising about the most suitable 
technology available, shifts in mobility, changing expectations of citizens and new directives 
(e.g. in terms of financing and procurement). Significantly these impact at individual, 
organisational and institutional levels, all of which need to be recognised in a far reaching 



capacity building programme capable of making transport departments resilient and 
responsive to new challenges.  

 The need to maximise the effectiveness and sustainability of transport measures through 
transferable best practice, new funding models and create sustainable opportunities for new 
business entries.  

The final outcome of Phase 1 will be an Action Plan for each participating territory. In Phase 2, these 
plans will be realised within each regions institutional setting 
 
Participants: 

 University of Coventry – academic and advisory partner, responsible of training. Lead 
participant.  

 ITENE – non profit, advisory and communication partner on sustainable urban transport.  

 Regional authority from Valencia (waiting for decision) 

 Mobility agency from Rome 

 Municipality of Deskati (Greece) 

 Looking for 2-3 regional authorities on transport and mobility in the North and Central 
Europe. 

Policy instrument 
 
Each region will follow a policy instrument on low carbon economy and sustainable and intermodal 
transport. When possible operational programmes for Investment for Growth and Jobs and 
Cooperation Programmes from European Territorial Cooperation. Smart specialization objectives in 
each region from RIS3 will be also followed. 
 
In the case of Valencia, the policy instrument will be the operational program of Valencia, since it 
includes a priority which is in line of the Interreg objective: 
 
Supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all sectors. Promoting low-carbon strategies 

for all types of territories, in particular for urban areas, including the promotion of sustainable multi-

modal urban mobility and adaptation of measures to mitigate risks. 
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